ABSTRACT. - 
The desert tortoise is one of the most recognizable members of the desert biota inhabiting southwestern North America. The most westerly ranging species, Xerobates agassizii, has been reported from the deserts of California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Sonora, and the extreme northeastern corner of Baja California, Mexico (Van Denburgh 1922 , Carr 1952 , Stebbins 1966 Auffenberg and Franz 1978a, 1978b Woodbury and Hardy (1948) and Carr (1952) . Bone terminology follows Auffenberg (1966, 1976) and Bramble (1982) . Shell measurements were taken following Woodbury and Hardy (1948) , using a high-quality, steel meter stick "in planes parallel to or at right angles to a flat surface upon which the tortoise was resting" (Woodbury and Hardy 1948: 154 Bour and Dubois (1984) concurred with Brambles diagnoses for two genera but demonstrated that the position of Scaptochelys was already occupied by Agassiz's (1857) genus Xerobates (Cooper 1863 , True 1882 ). Crumly (1984, 1985, 1988, personal communication, 1989) Although head scales (Fig. 2) clearly distinguish X. lepidocephalus, comparative similarities of the carpal morphologies (Fig.   3) , cranium, and vertebrae (Fig. 4) (Lamb et al. 1989) 
